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The Town of Pagosa Springs has been for-
ever changed by Jackie’s donation of time and
leadership in these various capacities. Jackie
also supported the 4-H Livestock Auction and
worked for the County Extension office as a 4-
H Agent from 1961-1962. In recognition of her
service, the Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of
Commerce will present her with a Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to recog-
nize Jackie Schick for her continuous dedica-
tion to the Pagosa Springs community before
this body of Congress and this great nation.
Her tireless efforts are to be commended as
she sets an example for every community
member to follow. Whether Jackie is men-
toring youth, serving her town, or teaching
Secondary School at the Methodist Church,
she is making a difference for each and every
citizen of Pagosa Springs.

———

CELEBRATING NATIONAL PEACE
CORPS DAY

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 27, 2003

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to cel-
ebrate National Peace Corps Day on February
28, 2003 and to commend the organization
and its volunteers for the important work they
do around the world. Since 1961, more than
168,000 Americans have taken part in this im-
portant mission to volunteer in 136 countries.
This mission is important on many levels.

The idea of the Peace Corps began in my
home State of Michigan when John F. Ken-
nedy, campaigning for President, proposed the
concept in October of 1960 to a group of col-
lege students in Ann Arbor. He wanted to see
how many of them would be interested in vol-
unteering in developing countries to help in
their progress and development. In March of
1961, the Peace Corps was established
through an executive order signed by Presi-
dent Kennedy. Today, more than 40 years
later, the Peace Corps remains a vital govern-
ment program that helps to forge strong ties
with other countries and to promote global
peace.

Peace Corps volunteers give much of them-
selves during their assignment, and on a
human level, there can be no greater service
than helping to improve and making a positive
difference in the lives of others. As a result of
Peace Corps volunteer efforts, the ties be-
tween American citizens and those in host
countries grow and remain strong long after
the Peace Corps assignment has concluded. |
know of no Peace Corps volunteer who has
returned unchanged or unmoved by the posi-
tive work they have performed and the won-
derful people they have met.

In my district, currently four volunteers are
participating in the Peace Corps. They include:
Ms. Kathryn L. Donahue placed in Lesotho;
Mr. Brent J. Hayduk in the Ukraine; Ms.
Maureen A. Magee in Gambia; and Mr. Seth
W. Pickens in Haiti. | am so proud of them
and the other volunteers across our nation. To
all volunteers, past, present, and future, | say
thank you for your dedication and for the
honor you all bring to our country.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO NANCY
NIXON

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with pride
that | recognize Mrs. Nancy Nixon of Ouray,
Colorado. Mrs. Nixon has helped her commu-
nity in many ways, and her love for children is
especially evident. She has selflessly devoted
her time to giving children an opportunity to
learn for more than twenty years.

Mrs. Nixon grew up in Kansas City, and
lived in Los Angeles, before she and her hus-
band, John, moved to the beautiful mountain
community of Ouray, Colorado in 1975. Nancy
and her husband have two children, both of
whom are attending college. Since she first
moved to Ouray more than twenty years ago,
Mrs. Nixon has not stopped helping her com-
munity. In 1976, just one year after relocating,
she was the first president of the Friends of
the Library. She organized and chaired var-
ious community events, most notably Ouray
Days. Now, Nancy and John and are both ac-
tive with Ouray’s Performing Arts Guild and
Arts Council. Helping in her community seems
to come as second nature to Nancy, from
coaching the Speech Team and working with
the swimmers, to organizing the community’s
parades and rummage sales.

Working with children is one of the many
things for which Nancy has a special gift. She
has been a teacher in all three levels of
Ouray’s School District. She was originally
hired to teach middle school, but soon after,
began to teach at the elementary school level
as well. Years later, Nancy taught English in
the high school, and now she runs the Ouray
School Library. Using her position in the li-
brary as a springboard to help children, Mrs.
Nixon has created KURA, a non-profit radio
station broadcast from the school and involv-
ing many students. She has given many hours
of encouragement and support to the kids
whom she teaches and helps.

Mr. Speaker, it is with much honor that |
recognize Mrs. Nancy Nixon before this body
of Congress and this nation. Her spirit of car-
ing is one that has given many gifts to Colo-
rado, and will continue to do so. Ouray is
lucky to have such a resource among its citi-
zens.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE PENSION
SECURITY ACT OF 2003

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| am pleased today to join Chairman JOHN
BOEHNER in the reintroduction of the Pension
Security Act. Last year, the House acted
quickly in the face of corporate scandals to
protect American workers’' pensions by pass-
ing the Pension Security Act. Unfortunately,
the Senate did not consider this bill in the last
Congress which makes reintroduction nec-
essary.

Pension protection remains a key priority for
all of us, and with the new Congress, we have
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a real opportunity to send President Bush a
comprehensive pension security bill he can
sign into law. We should not have to wait for
another corporate scandal before we empower
workers with new protections that can help
them enhance and protect their retirement se-
curity. We are committed to addressing the
pension security of American workers. Work-
ers must be fully protected and fully prepared
with the tools they need to protect and en-
hance their retirement savings.

The Pension Security Act gives millions of
Americans new tools to help them better man-
age and expand their retirement savings. The
Pension Security Act gives workers new free-
dom to diversify contributions of company
stock three years after receiving it in their
401(k) accounts; expands worker access to
high quality, professional investment advice;
allows workers to purchase retirement plan-
ning services with pre-tax dollars; empowers
workers to hold company insiders accountable
for abuses; and gives workers better informa-
tion about their pension plans. It also includes
a number of provisions to make it easier for
small businesses to start and maintain pen-
sion plans and would further protect rank-and-
file employees by ensuring that statutory stock
options will not be subject to payroll taxes.

Last year, the Committee on Education and
the Workforce and the Subcommittee on Em-
ployer-Employee Relations held a combined
total of three hearings over four days to exam-
ine the collapse of Enron and to examine how
to better protect pension participants. We
heard testimony from Administration officials,
pension experts, and rank-and-file employees.

One theme that emerged from the testimony
was that pension plan participants need more
tools to effectively manage their retirements.
Secretary of Labor Elaine Chao stated:
“Partnered with the proposed increased ability
for workers to diversify out of employer stock,
investment advice services will be more critical
than ever.” We also heard testimony from
Tom Padgett, a former Enron employee. Dur-
ing a hearing, Chairman BOEHNER asked Mr.
Padgett: “Did you receive any information, or
as | would describe it, investment education
from your employers or others talking about
the need to diversify your account?” Padgett
responded without hesitation: “No sir.”

Enron, like most U.S. companies today, did
not provide its rank-and-file workers with ac-
cess to investment advice. The Pension Secu-
rity Act would fix outdated federal laws to
allow employers to provide their workers with
high-quality, professional investment advice as
an employee benefit while making advice pro-
viders personally liable for any advice not pro-
vided in the employee’s best interest. Millions
of employees who have seen their 401(k) bal-
ances dwindle might have been able to pre-
serve their retirement savings if they’'d had ac-
cess to a qualified adviser who would have
warned them in advance that they needed to
diversify.

| am concerned, as many of my colleagues
are, about protecting workers and preparing
them with the tools they need to protect and
enhance their retirement savings. Congress
made important steps forward last year with
the Sarbanes-Oxley Act regarding corporate
governance. That law incorporated two provi-
sions from the original version of the Pension
Security Act dealing with notice and trading
during blackout periods.
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